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that he does nothing but till the land, and the land does
not give him enough to live on with comfort. 'We only
do farming,' said an old man at Sikrawa; Ve have no
concern with anything else/ Yet there is time enough
for other things if the people would only do them, and
those present admitted that they did not work as hard
as the women, and that they would not have much to do
at present were there no scarcity and had not trees to
be lopped for fodder. In spite of this they do not even
make their own baskets, still less their own clothes.
Cleanliness As very little cotton is grown, clothes are mostly
bought and almost no spinning is done. The Jaithana
folk looked a dirty lot, but then they have no washer-
man. The more prosperous use the washerman at
Sikrawa; others, both men and women, wash their own
clothes at the well, which, one may suppose, they will
not do more often than they can help. The inhabitants
of Sikrawa asserted that they kept their village clean,
but admitted that they paid the sweepers nothing extra.
The two were obviously incompatible, and inquiries
showed that no regular cleaning was done.
Religion Both villages have a mullah, but neither mullah can
do more than read the Koran in Arabic. The Sikrawa
mullah, a Meo, said he had spent three years at Delhi
learning to do this, but confessed that he could not under-
stand what he read. He is now imparting this fruitless
knowledge to twenty boys and two girls. The Jaithana
mullah does no teaching, but a maulvi comes from
Delhi every two or three months and preaches to the
people. This has made them stricter about their prayers.
They used to join the Hindus in celebrating the Holi,
but gave up doing so twenty-five years ago as they were
told it was wrong (buri bdf). On the other hand, they
follow the Hindus in treating Chamars and sweepers as
untouchable, and when necessary sprinkle themselves
with water. The patwari says the more religious
(namdzf) actually wash both their persons and their
clothes. Some of the Chamars, but not the sweepers, have